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May God bless the proud women of 

law enforcement. Under your watch, 
the American people remain protected. 

f 

HONORING DON BURMAN ON HIS 
RETIREMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Director Don Bur-
man for his nearly 10 years of service 
in the United States Air Force, and 8 
years of service within the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, 6 of which was in 
Nebraska’s Second District at the Ne-
braska-Western Iowa Health Care Sys-
tem. Don is retiring from Federal serv-
ice. 

Don is a Vietnam-era veteran. He 
served as a telecommunications center 
specialist, supporting the mission in 
Arkansas, Hawaii, also Fort Belvoir 
Army installation, and the Defense Nu-
clear Agency in Virginia. Don’s 
healthcare career spans nearly 33 
years, 25 of which were in private 
healthcare. 

In Nebraska’s Second District, Don 
has served since March of 2015 as the 
director of the Nebraska-Western Iowa 
Health Care System. During his tenure, 
he was instrumental in proposing a 
partnership between the Department of 
Veterans Affairs and members of the 
private philanthropic community. His 
vision began a collaboration that pro-
duced the groundbreaking public law 
known as the CHIP IN for Vets Act of 
2016. This law authorized the VA to 
carry out a pilot program under which 
it may accept donations from non-Fed-
eral entities. 

The Nebraska philanthropic commu-
nity provided a gift of $30 million to be 
used to construct a new 157,000-square- 
foot ambulatory care clinic located on 
the grounds of the Omaha VA Medical 
Center. Through Don’s leadership, te-
nacity, and innovation, a second pub-
lic-private partnership recently began. 
CHI Health and Nebraska-Western Iowa 
Health Care System opened a new 35- 
bed Community Living Center for vet-
erans in a non-VA medical facility at 
the CHI Health Midlands healthcare fa-
cility. 

Additionally, a new mental health 
pavilion and a new physical therapy 
and prosthetics building have started 
construction. Omaha’s new 500-stall 
parking ramp opens in November, and 
all seven of the current community- 
based outpatient centers located 
around Nebraska and western Iowa 
have been rebuilt and/or refreshed in 
order to provide the most up-to-date 
healthcare facilities to veterans. 

In August of 2020, Forbes named 
America’s best employers by State, and 
the Veterans Administration was cited 
as the best employer. Among the 17 
States mentioned, the Nebraska VA 
was identified. Bringing Don’s private 
experience and innovation to the Vet-
erans Administration has served our 
veterans well in Nebraska and western 
Iowa. 

Don continues to use his personal 
and professional experience to aid him 
in understanding the needs of our vet-
erans while solving complex issues as-
sociated with running a leading 
healthcare system for Nebraska and 
western Iowa. 

Never forgetting the mission of serv-
ice to our veterans, I want to offer my 
sincere appreciation to Don, who is my 
great friend, for his years of dedicated 
service to our great Nation and to Ne-
braska’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict. Don’s accomplishments in his 
military service, civil service, and his 
private career are credits to his dedica-
tion to the provision of world-class 
healthcare no matter the venue. 

Don’s retirement is well earned and 
deserved. I wish Don all the best in his 
future endeavors. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ERNEST 
EDISON WEST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. MASSIE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of my constituents, 
Ernie Edison West, who passed from 
this life on May 1. His fellow soldiers 
knew him as Private First Class West. 
His friends knew him as Ernie. Mr. 
West bravely served his country during 
the Korean War, and his heroic actions 
earned him our Nation’s highest mili-
tary honors, including both a Medal of 
Honor from President Eisenhower, and 
later a Purple Heart. 

Although Mr. West lost one of his 
eyes while defending and saving the 
lives of several of his fellow soldiers in 
Korea, he never considered himself dis-
abled. As a town mayor, coach, friend, 
and mentor to many, Mr. West was an 
unconditional friend to all he met, and 
lived a life of selfless service to his 
community. He worked all his life to 
help veterans and was buried in the 
very cemetery, the Veterans Cemetery 
North East in Greenup County, for 
which he, himself, worked to secure the 
land and the funding. Mr. West’s efforts 
were also crucial to the establishment 
of the Greenup County War Memorial. 
This memorial honors hometown he-
roes on the main street of Mr. West’s 
hometown in Wurtland, Kentucky. 

Mr. West leaves behind his daughter, 
Amy West Hogsett and her husband, 
Randy; five granddaughters; and seven 
great-grandchildren. In the words of 
his niece, Marny Gilluly, Mr. West was 
‘‘larger than life, truly a hero to many, 
and personified the good in people.’’ 
May this brave hero rest in peace. 
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HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO BOB 
BATTERSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CLOUD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to wish a happy 100th birthday to 
a well-loved member of the south Texas 
community, Captain Robert Batterson, 
whose friends call him Bob. 

Bob has spent his life in service to a 
Nation that he loves. He served at 
Naval Air Station Pearl Harbor, where 
he worked on December 7, 1941. Shortly 
after witnessing the Pearl Harbor at-
tack, Bob was accepted for Navy flight 
training. He was awarded his wings and 
assigned to Fighter Squadron 1. 

Bob’s life paints a picture of sacrifice 
and duty that we can all learn from. 
May it serve as a reminder of the price 
that he and others like him paid for 
our freedom. 

After World War II, Bob did not stop 
his commitment to serving our great 
Nation. He transferred to the Navy 
Supply Corps, where he worked for 35 
years until his retirement in 1974. 

Bob raised five children, four of 
whom also served our Nation. And he is 
one of the USS Lexington Museum’s 
first volunteers and can often be found 
in the aircraft carrier’s Pearl Harbor 
exhibit. 

Bob has a true passion for speaking 
with people of all ages about becoming 
personally involved in the United 
States’ future, especially by contacting 
their elected Representatives. 

Happy birthday to a true American 
hero and an inspiration to all of us, 
Captain Batterson. 

b 1100 

CONGRESS MUST REGULARLY REVIEW MILITARY 
ENGAGEMENTS 

Mr. CLOUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak about a bill I am intro-
ducing today. This bill is called the 
Preventing Endless Armed Conflicts 
and Engagement Act, otherwise known 
as the PEACE Act. 

The Constitution makes it clear that 
the authority to declare war rests with 
Congress, and it is important that 
Members of Congress have the oppor-
tunity to carry out our duty to regu-
larly review current military engage-
ments. Unfortunately, that has not 
been the case. 

Today, less than a fifth of the cur-
rent Members of Congress voted on the 
2001 and 2002 Authorization for Use of 
Military Force. This statistic ignores 
the many Members of Congress who 
have been elected and since left who 
never got a chance to weigh in on the 
Authorization for Use of Military 
Force. 

It is critical that new Members of 
Congress with new constituencies do 
their duty and provide input into mili-
tary operations. It is my hope that the 
PEACE Act can ensure regular over-
sight is being conducted on future mili-
tary authorizations. 

First, this bill would require each 
military authorization, called an 
AUMF, to sunset after 2 years. Now, 
why 2 years? Well, obviously, it would 
give each Member of Congress and, 
therefore, the people they represent 
the opportunity to review and weigh in 
on ongoing conflicts. 

The President, of course, has the au-
thority to deploy military forces in an 
emergency and respond to imminent 
threats, and that would continue under 
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